Project 2

Music from the two traditions
Type


Maintained Primary and Controlled Primary - strong parental involvement

Grant


£5000

Aim
· For the pupils of the two schools to explore the wider issues of diversity, culture and religion, culminating in a musical event entitled a ‘World of Song’


Objectives
· To form a joint Parents’ Committee to help organise and run the concert

· To cater for discussion and exploration by pupils of all the related issues

· To feature a combined choir

· To permit pupils to work together through music, dance and drama

· To achieve an understanding of cultural diversity through the media involved

Principal Media

Music, Dancing, Drama, Art, History

Facilitator

Yes

Project Processes
Specifically, the project was designed to involve parents; this was achieved through a Parents’ Committee.  This group reflected the communities and worked very well with the schools on planning the events and the mixed content to be included.

Planning involved the Principals, Governors, parents and pupils: a group of 12 pupils - six from each school - were closely involved and in overall terms 120 pupils, in equal numbers from both schools, were involved.  Some difficulty was experienced over the choice of a neutral venue but this was overcome.

Pupils worked jointly from the outset using the two schools as alternate venues; the frequency of workshops increased towards the end when they took place on a daily basis.  The support of a local celebrity was enlisted and gave impetus to the project and this proved to be successful.  The workshops involved music, singing and dance reflecting the two traditions.

A great deal of publicity was engendered during the life of the project and involved UTV, NI Radio and the local Council.  The Education and Library Board assisted the schools in the search for suitable materials associated with the Ulster-Scots dimension by referring them to resources at Stranmillis College.  These materials proved valuable.

Pupils most enjoyed learning the songs involved and also the preparation of related murals.

Impacts and Outcomes
Staff monitored the progression of relationships across the time of the project and noted bonding in the Parents’ Committee, relaxing of relationships among the pupils and a deepening understanding and acceptance of the cultural diversities being expressed.

The highlight was of course the public concert which came as the culmination to all the work.  This was an outstanding success with 550 seats being sold for each of the two evenings with high demand for a third which was impossible to meet.  The concert was in two parts: the first dealt with cultural identity from a broad international perspective and the second homed in on the two cultures in the community.  An appropriate blend of instruments, songs and dancing featured in the programme.

The concert was attended by parents and others from across the entire community and everyone enjoyed the experience.  The chosen mix of items representing the cultures was well received and prompted no adverse comment from anyone.  The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the preparation for and participation in the concerts.  Sound working relationships were forged at an early stage and developed across the period of the project.

The concert attracted huge local publicity and also acquired a Northern Ireland dimension through the presence of UTV.  Videos and CDs of the event were subsequently made available.

The schools were delighted with the success of their venture and work was afterwards on-going to embed the type of work involved into an inherent part of provision in both schools. 

Potential Developments
· Further assimilation of the process and content into the curriculum

· Repeat of the events as part of a wider community festival

· Tapping into the wider Northern Ireland cultural environment to enlist further professional resources reflecting the traditions

· Confidence to further embrace close parental involvement to enhance a well chosen project

