Project 7

Diversity through sport
Type


Controlled High School and Maintained High School and eight Primary 



Schools of different management types.

Grant


£4000

Aims
· To use the non-denominational sports of basket-ball and athletics to bring young people together to explore issues of diversity

· To educate and train senior pupils from both sides of the community to act as sports leaders at the planned athletics and basket-ball events, festivals and camps

Objectives

· To provide a taster programme for participating primary schools from various communities

· To provide ‘PACT through sport’ festivals for participating schools where pupils could  play together and take part in community relations workshops

· To educate and train senior pupils from both traditions in Sports and Child Protection

Principal Media

Sport

Facilitator

Yes - Ulster University

Project Processes

The University of Ulster’s Sports Studies Department was heavily involved in the project.  They encouraged participation and assisted throughout the entire process: four other similar projects ran elsewhere.  The University provided placement students who acted as Outreach Officers for the processes in the schools and the linked primaries.

The project was ongoing over an academic year and started in September with the core involvement of 15 GCSE sports pupils from each of the two secondaries with others becoming involved in the work at a later stage.  An Outreach Officer was involved in coaching, under supervision, in the eight controlled and maintained primary schools across the range of classes from P1 to P7 and was timetabled across the schools equally.  Basketball was tackled in the first and second terms while in the third term Athletics was the focus.

The project was launched at a Sports Festival in the University with 500 pupils from across all five Sports Projects coming together for a full day of sporting activities in three sports halls.  All the pupils were catered for in groups mixed across schools and religion.  No difficulties whatever were encountered and the pupils mixed easily and productively together.  The sports nature of the activities were regarded by the organisers as being a healthy and non-contentious catalyst for positive interaction.  The core group of 30 pupils from the two schools acted in a ‘leadership’ role during the day.

Following a year’s successful work, a finals day was organised at the University and this catered for about 100 pupils in 10 teams from across the project in a day of indoor athletics.  The core pupil group was also involved and acted as facilitators.

Linked to the project was the Monday evening Basketball Club for the involved schools. This was initially held in a neutral venue before moving to the maintained school’s premises.  It was organised so that 50 pupils from the primaries were involved for an hour and 50 pupils from the secondaries for two hours.  No problems of relationships were encountered and exchanges involving all pupils were positive.

Impacts and Outcomes

Through sensitive management, the sometimes undesirable sentiments often associated with winning or losing games and competitions did not manifest themselves.  This contributed to and secured the successful delivery of the spirit of the project.

The project brought a diverse group of primaries closer together and they later became involved in independently organising separate leagues and fixtures for other sporting activities.  This outcome would not have been realised but for the impact and initial facilitation provided by the project.

The pupils most involved reported a growth in confidence, the acquisition of leadership skills and an increased ability to deal with relationship issues.  There was also some evidence that there was a degree of mixing and socialising outside and beyond the schools.

The project had good exposure in the local press and a CD of the work was made for circulation among all those involved.  The processes and outcomes were closely monitored and evaluated during the project by all those involved.  This provided a considered and reflective context in which to plan future development work.

Possible Developments

· Further development work in all the schools to embed the practice established

· Exploration of ways to continue and capitalise on the outcomes for pupils as they transfer from the primaries to the secondaries.

