1C

education fund

| Council for

Integrated
Education

Learning Together
for a Shared Society

New-Bridge IC

Celebrating 30 years of
excellence and the exciting
move into a new state-of-the-
art school building
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Hazelwood IC

Pupils enthuse “we belong”
praising everything from the
school’s wonderful lessons
and teaching methods to extra-
curricular activities like Lego
and Minecraft
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Downshire IN

Celebrating individuality while
encouraging collaboration

and friendship at Downshire
Integrated Nursery School
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‘Integrated Educatlon
is continuing to grow’

There is no denying that 2025 has proved to be another year of intense activity and progress for the Integrated Education
Movement in Northern Ireland

PAUL CASKEY OBE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

THE INTEGRATED EDUCATION
FUND

T IS so encouraging to see In-

tegrated Education growing in

Northern Ireland, despite many

challenges and to witness the
excellent high quality inclusive ed-
ucation being delivered by what is
now 76 approved Integrated schools.
Over 28,000 children and young peo-
ple are now learning with, about and
from each other every day, celebrat-
ing, not fearing, religious and cul-
tural diversity. This is an incredible
achievement for a grassroots, parent
and school led Movement.

There is no denying that 2025 has
proved to be another year of intense
activity and progress for the Integrat-
ed Education Movement in Northern
Ireland, despite being presented
with major obstacles and barriers
following some disappointing deci-
sions taken by the current Minister
of Education and further delays in
implementation of the Integrated Ed-
ucation Act (2022).

Let’s start with the good news:
this September three Nursery
schools - Ballymena, Magherafelt
and Downshire - all became Integrat-
ed Nursery schools after a success-
ful process of parental ballot and ap-
proval to transform.

We are also delighted to see the
establishment of the first ever Irish
language independent Integrated
school, Scoil na Seolta, which opened
its doors to P1 children this Septem-
ber. It is wonderful to see how they
have overcome every obstacle with

hope, optimism and an unwavering
belief that the Irish language belongs
to everyone. We are proud to sup-
port their development as they move
toward formal approval from the De-
partment of Education.

Of course, this year has seen its
fair share of challenges. The Educa-
tion Minister’s refusal to grant Inte-
grated status to Rathmore Primary
School and to Bangor Academy and
Sixth Form (the largest school in
Northern Ireland), despite an over-
whelming majority of voting parents
in favour, was difficult to accept es-
pecially when the proposal also had
the backing of Department officials,
the Education Authority and the
Controlled Schools Support Council.
These decisions were legally chal-
lenged by a courageous parent and
child from each school but unfortu-
nately leave for Judicial Review was
not granted on this occasion. How-
ever, we understand this decision
will now be appealed. The IEF will
support these schools and others
who have been refused permission
to become Integrated schools, to find
new ways forward. This includes St
Eugene’s Primary School in Victoria
Bridge and Culmore Primary School
in Derry/Londonderry, both schools
remain open as Catholic Maintained
and Controlled school respectively,
but were not allowed to become Inte-
grated, despite overwhelming paren-
tal demand.

The IEF itself had to take legal
action against the Department of Ed-
ucation regarding its Integrated Ed-
ucation Strategy published in 2023.
Just a few months ago the High Court
ruled the Strategy was unlawful as it
did not include targets and measura-
ble benchmarks in accordance with

Downshire Integrated Nursery School on their first day as an
Integrated Nursery School

Mallusk Integrated Primary School pupils

¢

We will continue to
work to ensure that
every parent who
wishes to choose an
Integrated Education
for their child, is able
todo so

the requirements of the Integrated
Education Act (2022). While regretful
that a legal challenge was necessary
in the first place, the legal process
has at least helped secure some im-
provements to the original strategy,
as well as additional Departmental
funding for implementation.

The Integrated Movement has
always been driven by demand from
parents and schools for Integrated
Education. Currently just over 8%
of children and young people attend
an Integrated school. However, the
most recent survey conducted by
the Department of Education itself
suggests that some 31.2% of par-
ents would prefer their child to be

¢

There are currently
over 28,690 pupils
enrolled in integrated
schools - 390 in
nursery schools, more
than 12,900 in primary
schools and over
15,400 in post primary
schools. The number
enrolled has increased
by over 900 pupils
compared to last year,
and more than 4,100
pupils from 2019/20

Teacher and puplls at Mallusk Integrated Primary School

educated at an Integrated school.
A further 37.3% did not mind if the
child was educated at an Integrated
school. This means there remains a
huge gap between demand and sup-
ply. The IEF will be working to close
that gap. However, it is worth noting
that it is now a legal requirement of
the Department of Education and
the Education Authority to identi-
fy, assess, monitor and aim to meet
such demand. We therefore look
forward to the Department publish-
ing its comprehensive report on de-
mand for Integrated Education in the
coming months and it will be inter-
esting to see what actions it will take
to meet such demand.

There are currently over 28,690
pupils enrolled in integrated schools
-390 in nursery schools, more than
12,900 in primary schools and over
15,400 in post primary schools. The
number enrolled has increased by
over 900 pupils compared to last
year, and more than 4,100 pupils
from 2019/20. We will continue to
work to ensure that every parent
who wishes to choose an Integrated
Education for their child, is able to
do so.

www.ief.org.uk



THE IRISH NEWS
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 19 2025

31

ICelebrating 30 years of

It’s an exciting time to join New-Bridge Integrated College

EW-BRIDGE Integrated Col-

lege is an 11-18 school,

which welcomes boys and

girls, all abilities, and fam-
ilies from Catholic, Protestant and
other traditions. Our school was
established in 1995 by parents from
the Banbridge and Newry areas, who
wanted a school where children from
different communities could be edu-
cated together, every day, under one
roof.

As the Evens Foundation Laure-
ate of Peace Education, we continue
to play a significant role in promot-
ing our inclusive ethos, as we not
only recognise our accomplishments
as an all-ability school, but also our
role as peacebuilders; celebrating In-
tegrated Education at its best. We re-
flect on the well-rounded individuals
our students have become, respect-
ful of other traditions and cultures,
as they, like so many have benefited
from an authentic integrated expe-
rience. Our integrated ethos under-
pins all our interactions, our rela-
tionships, our decisions and also in
our curriculum design as we operate
tailored pathways for our students in
KS3, KS4 and Post 16.

The many awards our school has
won over the years is testimony to a
whole community approach to edu-
cation; and our inclusive spirit is re-
flected in our:

¢ NICIE ‘Excellence in Integration
Award

¢ Children in Crossfire Gold
Compassion Award

¢ Rights Respecting School Gold
Award

¢ Families First Outstanding
Pastoral Care Award

¢ School of Sanctuary Award

¢ Evens Foundation Laureate of
Peace Education

¢ Goldsmith Community
Engagement Award

¢ Aware NI Investors in Mental
Health Award

¢ Paul Dix ‘When the Adults
Change’ Partner School

It is our whole school approach
to nurture and restorative practices,
along with our relational based ap-
proach to teaching and learning, that
has enabled our school to become
the first school in Northern Ireland
to be recognised as a Paul Dix ‘When
the Adults Change Partner school’.

Individual successes can also be
attributed to the wider enrichment
experiences our students are able to
access at New-Bridge and the many
external collaborations which sup-
ports our work in building student
leadership capacity.

At New-Bridge we provide high
quality education through a broad
and balanced curriculum which
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caters for the full ability range. With
over 30 GCSE/Vocational subjects
on offer and three tailored path-
ways to meet the full ability range
and 24 subjects on offer at A Level,
our New-Bridge students continue
to progress to high demand cours-
es at university as well as Higher
Level Apprenticeship Programmes.

excellence
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We are very proud of our excellent
record of academic and vocational
success which ensures progression
for all our young people. We are
proud to say that our dedicated and
committed staff offer many oppor-
tunities for each student to achieve
their full potential here and we cel-
ebrate the ‘personal best’ of every

AT §

student at New-Bridge. Our child
centred approach to learning and
teaching is built on positive relation-
ships between staff, students, and
parents; with priority given to the
care and welfare of our students.

Continued on Page32

NEW-BRIDGE
INTEGRATED COLLEGE

11 -18 SCHOOL

OPEN DAY

SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 2026
9:15am to 12:30pm

028 4062 5010

Facebook:

New-Bridge Integrated College

Instagram:

@newbridgeintegrated
Twitter: @NewbridgelC

www.newbridgeintegrated.org

Principal’'s Address 9:30am

Football / Gaelic / Rugby Pitch

State of the Art Building
Sports Hall/Fitness Suite

4G Pitch
Tennis Courts

NEW SCHOOL BUILD
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From Page 31

This is a very exciting
time to join New-Bridge and
we are looking forward to wel-
coming our new Year 8 stu-
dents in 2026. We have moved
into our state-of-the-art new
school building which is al-
ready bringing many benefits
to our entire school commu-
nity. Our cutting-edge sports
facilities enable us to enhance
our current extra-curricular
menu of Gaelic football, soc-
cer, hockey, camogie, netball,
rugby and orienteering, to
name but a few.

New-Bridge is a happy
place to learn and work. Our
school motto ‘The School for
All the Family’ highlights that
we celebrate every success

story of every student every
day at New-Bridge. We have
high standards and high ex-
pectations, asking that every-
one works and learns to their
full potential, everyone helps
those around them to do their
best and every student devel-
ops into a thoughtful and car-
ing member of her or his com-
munity. It is our integrated
ethos; that sense of belong-
ing and our capacity to care
which has made our school
the success story it is today.
Our students leave us
ready to play a key role in
change for the better, because
they have had the privilege of
an integrated education and
they understand in practice
the values of respect, com-

passion and tolerance

Through our school web-
site, prospectus and our so-
cial media pages, we have cap-
tured the ethos of our school
in word and pictures, as one
of inclusion. We look forward
to expanding our New-Bridge
family and welcome new stu-
dents and new families to our
Open Day on Saturday Janu-
ary 17 2026 from 9.15am to
12.30pm. Principal’s address,
9.30am.

newbridgeintegrated.org
facebook.com/newbridge
integrated.org
Instagram: @newbridge
integrated

Twitter: Twitter
@NewbridgIC
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Transformat\ibn
Grants

Have you ever wondered
what becoming Integrated
would mean for your school,
but aren’t sure where to start?

Have you ever wondered

what becoming Integrated
would mean for your school,
but aren’t sure where to start?

The Integrated Education Fund can
help, we can provide Transformation
grants to help schools learn more
about Integrated education.

For information on Transformation
grants contact the IEF by emailing
transformation@ief.org.uk

or visit our website by scanning
the QR code.

»
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Forestview

Purdy's Lane

Belfast BT8 7AR

T. +44 (0)28 9069 4099
E. info@ief.org.uk

Registered with

Charity Commission for
Northern Ireland NIC104886
Companies House NI636289

N SEPTEMBER 2006,
Crumlin welcomed its
newest cohort of Year
8s into the first Integrat-
ed post-primary school in
Antrim. The school has come
along way since then, grow-
ing into a college built on the
ideals of respect and learning
about all cultures in Northern
Ireland. Ever since 1963, the
college has provided educa-

We strive to ensure our environment for everyone.

tion to the local community,
developing its young people
into independent, hard work-
ing members of society.

young people have to oppor-
tunities to learn from each
other’s backgrounds and be-
liefs in a safe and inclusive

Crumlin Integrated College
believes in our learning com-
munity creating “a voice for
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Crumlin

TUESDAY 9"

DECEMBER 2025
Ve

10 Glenavy Rd, Crumlin,
Ca. Antrim BT2G 4LA

o

Tour the school

& Meot taachers

-

¥ Review curriculum

¥ Ask questions

Connect, Include, Champion

For more info:

028 94452497

Visit us:
https://

co.uk







